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%_97-Mr. John Hall: To ask the Secretary of State f Foreign—Affairs, hat is the sass 
Hungarian refugees and British refugees from Egypt now in this country; and wha 
a): amounts have been contributed by Her Majesty’s Government, to date, for the Hungarian 
[S Refugee Relief Fund and the Anglo-Egyptian Refugee Relief Fund, respectively. Li 
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Refugees 

152. Mr. John Hall asked the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
the number of Hungarian refugees and 
British refugees from Egypt now in this 
country ; and what amounts have been 
contributed by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, to date, for the Hungarian Refugee 
Relief Fund and the Anglo-Egyptian 
Refugee Relief Fund, respectively. 

Mr. R. A. Butler: The numbers are 
about 17,500 and 4,000 respectively. As 
regards the second part of the Question, 
I would refer my hon. Friend to the reply 
which I gave to my hon. and gallant 
Friend the Member for Haltemprice 
(Major Wall) on 3ist January, 


ingdom Delegation 
to the Standin; © Sub-Committee and 
the Executive Committee of the United Nations 
Refugee Emergency Fund, 
Fourth Session 
Documents 
tenort on the 
Executive Committee 
ort 
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Backeroun 
26 "he Third Session of the 
Executive Committee was held in 
4 that time the outlook for the 
income for 1956 was poor indeed. In fact 
he year closed with the Fund in a rather 
better position than had beon expected, due 


to the svecial Swedish contribution 


a a 


of 7,000,000 kronor (4 1,353,180) and additional 
contributions made by other Governmen's,. The 
anticipated shortfall of 3% million dollars on 
the 1956 target of A 6 million dollar: 
considerably reduced, perhaps to one milli 
dollars. 
3. However, @he financial prospec 
clearly a critical year in the High Commissi 
Four-Year Programm, are by no means rosy. 
Swedish Government's special contribution 
not be repeated and it is too early to estimate 
what may be the finencial impact on the Programm 
of the Hungarian refugee probien. The year 
1957 is likely to prove the most costiy as many 
building projects mature and every effort wili 
have to be made to use the Fund's income in the 
most economical and productive fashion, the 
final year of the programme will give little 
opportunity for catching up on wastage of time 
or money. 
Objectives 
he The main objectives are, then, to 
ensure that individual projects are likely to 
benefit refugees in the most economical way; and 
ensure, so far as possible, their integration or 
resettlement by the end of 19538. Whatever the 
future of refugee arrangements after that date, 
it is desirable that the Four-Year -rograrm 
should come to an end with as few projects left 
half-finished as possible. A further, and 


equally important objective is to ensure that the 


position of the Hungarian refugees vis-i-vis the 


main programme is settled by the Fifth Session of 
/ the 


the Uxccutive Committee in May 1957 or, failing 


that, that recommendations on this problem are 
ready for the Economic and Social Council this 
summer. If, as seems likely, upwards of 
50,000 llungarian refugees in Austria have to 
be brought into the Four-Year Programme, the 
1957 and 1958 estimates will be considerably 
affected; to what extent will depend largely 
on the use to which the U. N. Secretary= 


General's Fund for Hungarian Refugees will be 


ions to U. K. Delerate 


This is left to the U.K. Delegate's 


disc reti One 


7. This Brief is intended to cover both 
meetings of the Programme Sub-Cdmmittee and of 
the Rxecutive Committec. 

UN 
8. fhe High Commissioner's latest report, 
which shows that up to the end of September last 
only 21,000 refugees had benefited from the 
programme in 1955 and 1956 and about 6,000 had 
been firmly resettled, emphasisast the need 
for a major mt@em effort in 1957. Paragraph 
430 of the report draws attention to the 
difficulties encountered in implementing 
building projects in Germany. The U.K,delegate 

/ shoul 


=ly 


Should, preferably outside the Committee 

out to the Eigh Commi 

German delegation 

in Germany interests 

in this country and both the Nich Commissioners 
Office and the German authorities may be adversely 
criticised if the frogramme in Germany continues 

to be held up by administrative difficulties, The 
U.K. Delegate should make it cleaz 

fully understand that many difficulties are 
inevitable in developing building projects, 

it will be difficult for H.li.G. to convince 

members of the British public that such difficulties 
cannot be overcome once funds have been mad 
aveiloebie. 
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9°. In Austria the si tion seems 

better on the whole, although the report dc 

show that the Volksdeutsche tend to benefit more 
than the foreign refugees. In view of Austria's 
present position as host to thousands of Hungarian 


refugees, the U.K. Delegate should not critic: 


this position as the shorter int@cretion period 


required by the Wolxsdeutsecl assists the Austrian 


Government in their preseri, difficul 

U.K. Delegate should, however, exprest 

that the ratio between assistance given to foreign 
refurees and to the Yoixsdeutsche can be maintained, 
10. Perarranph 198 of the High Commissioner's 
report records difficulties experienced in 
coordination between his office and the Greek 
Government. The U.K. Delegate should consult 

the High Commissioner on the cuestion whether he 
would wish any supporting statement to be made on 
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formula which would enable 


to vet on with alternative 


housing projects 
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finance projects. 


20. No document 

this subject but it is 

question discussed previously at the 

of the Committee, when the Executive Committee 
roposed an addition to Rule 33: of the Financial 
Rules which would have permitted the High 


Commissioner incur initial commitments for 
projects against contributions which had been 
pledged but not paid. The Secretary—General 
referred the addition to the Advisory Committee 
on Administration and Budgetary questions who 
revised it to restrict such comnittments to 
80 per cent of the total amount of contributions 
not yet received, and added the condition that 
the total amount of monies in the Fur 
be sufficient to meet the total paymen 
any given time, Ii.M.G. advised the 
Commissioner at that time that they agreed to 
ed wording. 
Hi.M.G.'s attitude on the whole 
rief for the Third 
U.K. Delegate should refer 


instructions on any new points. 


22. 

arrived in Austria the High Commissioner's Office 
has fissured prominently in the operation, although 
the stetute of the office might suggest, if narrowly 


interpreted, that these refugees are not eligible 


for the High Commissioner's assistance. Para, 6A (41) 


of the Statute defines refugees as persons who 
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2 The United Kingdom Delegate Lid 
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with the Austrian Government's diificulties and 


pay tribute to the manner in which they have been 


tackled, 
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Reference our telephone conversation today 
about the Parliamentary Question put down by 
Mr. John Hall (No. 97) om the subject of Her 
Majesty's Government's assistance to Hungarian 
refugees and British evacuees from Sgypt, I am 
enclosing a statement of contributions from the 
United Kingdom Exchequer to the various funds, as 
contained in our brief for the Refugee Fund 
meetings. 


Items (ad) and (h) are of course being charged 
to the Home Office Vote. Item (f) is the 
approximate cost of ferrying supplies to Austria by 
British Military aircraft. Item (g), aa 
voluntary" contribution, arose when the Council of 
Burope voted surplus budget funds (to which Her 
Majesty's Government had contributed 18%) to the 
value of nearly 100 million francs to assist these 
refugees. The money has been paid over to the 
Austrian Government. 


)o {(K.G, Ritchie) 


Paice, Esq., 
Aliens Branch, 
Home Office. 
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